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Welcome from the Director

The centerpiece of our concert tonight is Langston Hughes’s poem, “To
You,” which you’ll hear in To Sit and Dream by Rosephanye Powell:

This is my first full concert cycle with the Waukesha Choral Union–my
first opportunity to program all of the repertoire for a concert and work
with the group from start to finish. There’s no better way to start
something new than by spending a little time dreaming, so that’s what
we’re going to do.

You’ll hear music tonight ranging from literal dreams (Dressed in Yellow,
The Dream Ship) to meditations on the dreams that make us human
(love in Evocation, community in We Are, and so on). We are joined by
the Carroll University Chamber Singers, who are also in a season of
beginnings and dreamings. You’ll hear them sing about dreams in
Leonardo Dreams of His Flying Machine.

Thank you for joining us tonight, and, we hope, for dreaming of vast
horizons of the soul with us. As Hughes would say: We reach out our
hands to you.

Danielle Bridges 
Artistic Director

To sit and dream, to sit and read,
To sit and learn about the world
Outside our world of here and now --
our problem world --
To dream of VAST HORIZONS of the soul
Through dreams made whole,
Unfettered free--help me!
All you who are dreamers, too,
Help me make our world anew.
I reach out my hands to you.



WCU Artistic Staff

Danielle Bridges is the Artistic Director
of the Waukesha Choral Union.  She
received her B.M. in Vocal Music
Education from the University of Central
Arkansas and her M.A. in Choral
Conducting and Pedagogy from the
University of Iowa. She is a proponent for
music by women composers and founded

the Iowa Women’s Music Collective to advocate for the research and
performance of music by women. Ms. Bridges has shared her research at
conferences including the International Voice Foundation Symposium and
the inaugural Theorizing African-American Music conference. She is the
current Director of Music at Community United Methodist Church in Elm
Grove, WI, where she conducts the Chancel Choir, Clarion Bells, and
Festival Choir. She also serves as the Production Manager for Bel Canto
Chorus.

Collaborative pianist Simone Gheller was
born in Padua, Italy in 1978. He started to
play the piano at 5 and the organ at 9. He
became a Liturgical Catholic Organist at the
age of 9 and Music Director at 13, playing the
organ and conducting the choir at his parish.
After graduation from high school, he 

received four Master's Degrees: Piano, Organ Performance & Organ
Composition, Music Education, and Choral Music & Choral Conducting.
Additionally, he received a Doctorate in Organ and Organ Composition,
cum laude. Dr. Gheller also studied at Oberlin College with Professor James
David Christie and Olivier Latry, where he finished a prestigious program -
the Artist Diploma - a great distinction in music.



Collaborators

Originally from the Milwaukee area and residing in
Waukesha, Jackie Oakes has played the cello her
entire life, in addition to piano, flute and organ.
With a variety of other instruments under her belt
as well. She is a MFY/MYSO alumni, WSMA State
Honors Program alumni, and a recipient of the
Civic Music Association Musician of the year
award.

Currently, Jackie is performing with Dream City Strings and Innocenti Strings as a
chamber player in small ensembles for weddings and corporate events in the
Milwaukee and Chicago areas. She is the Executive Director of Music for Our
Savior’s Lutheran ELCA Church in Hartland, serving as Handbell and Choir
Director, as well as vocalist, pianist and organist. 

Jeremiah Cawley has led instrumental and vocal
ensembles across the US and UK. He sings with
the GRAMMY-nominated and EMMY-honored
True Concord and is an inaugural member of the
new professional vocal ensemble withonevoice. His
recorded work includes projects with The Riot
Ensemble (London, UK), Solaris Vocal Ensemble
(Seattle, WA), and Chamber Cartel (Atlanta, GA).  
Jeremiah’s recent published work includes “Understanding Editions: Using CPDL
and IMSLP to Develop Early Music Intuition” in The Choral Conductor’s
Companion. 
He has served on the organizing committee for the Oxford Conducting Institute,
where he presented his most recent research, “Neurotic, Weak, and Ultramodern:
Coded Language in Gestural Criticism.” His dissertation was nominated for
ACDA’s prestigious Herford Prize. 
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Program

Carroll University Chamber Singers

Miserere mei Deus
 
The Silver Swan
 
Sfogava con le stelle

Leonardo Dreams of His Flying Machine
 

Intermission

Waukesha Choral Union
And I Saw a New Heaven

Dressed in Yellow           
Julia Nelson, solo                                            

Dream Ship

Edgar L. Bainton 
(1880-1956)

Moira Smiley
(b.1976)                          

Susan LaBarr
(b.1981) 

Gregorio Allegri 
(ca. 1582–1652)

Orlando Gibbons
(1583–1625)

Claudio Monteverdi
(1567–1643)

Eric Whitacre
(b.1970)



Program

Rosephanye Powell
(b.1962)

Florence Price
(1887-1953)

Aaron Copland
(1900-1990)

Hye-Young Cho
(b.1969)

René Clausen 
(b.1953)

Ysaye Barnwell
(b.1946)

J. David Moore
(b.1962)

Waukesha Choral Union

To Sit and Dream 

Resignation 

At The River 
In loving memory of Carol Slaybaugh

Evocation (Mon-Nee-Joh) 

Set Me as A Seal 

We Are 

Will The Circle Be Unbroken 
Michele Rinka, Julia Nelson, Maureen Hair, Susan Till, 

Wendy Stippich, Pat Hummel, soloists



Miserere Mei, Deus

Miserere mei, Deus: 
 secundum magnam
misericordiam tuam.
Et secundum multitudinem
miserationum tuarum: 
 dele iniquitatem meam.
Amplius lava me ab
iniquitate mea: 
 et a peccato meo munda
me.
Quoniam iniquitatem
meam ego cognosco: 
 et peccatum meum contra
me est semper.
Tibi soli peccavi, et malum
coram te feci: 
 ut justificeris in
sermonibus tuis, et vincas
cum judicaris.
Ecce enim in iniquitatibus
conceptus sum: 
 et in peccatis concepit me
mater mea.
Ecce enim veritatem
dilexisti: 
ncerta et occulta
sapientiae tuae
manifestasti mihi.

Have Mercy on Me, O God.

Have mercy upon me, O God: 
 after Thy great goodness.
According to the multitude of
thy mercies: 
 do away mine offences.
Wash me thoroughly from my
wickedness: 
 and cleanse me from my sin.
For I acknowledge my faults: 
 and my sin is ever before me.
Against thee only have I
sinned, and done this evil in
thy sight: 
 that thou mightest be
justified in thy saying, and
clear when thou art judged.
Behold, I was shapen in
wickedness: 
 and in sin hath my mother
conceived me.
But lo, thou requirest truth in
the inward parts: 
 and shalt make me to
understand wisdom secretly.

Translations



Miserere Mei, Deus
(cont’d)

Asperges me hyssopo, et
mundabor: 
 lavabis me, et super nivem
dealbabor.
Auditui meo dabis
gaudium et laetitiam: 
 et exsultabunt ossa
humiliata.
Averte faciem tuam a
peccatis meis: 
 et omnes iniquitates meas
dele.
Cor mundum crea in me,
Deus: 
 et spiritum rectum innova
in visceribus meis.
Ne proiicias me a facie tua: 
 et spiritum sanctum tuum
ne auferas a me.
Tunc acceptabis sacrificium
justitiae, oblationes, et
holocausta: 
 tunc imponent super
altare tuum vitulos.

Thou shalt purge me with
hyssop, and I shall be clean: 
 thou shalt wash me, and I
shall be whiter than snow.
Thou shalt make me hear of
joy and gladness: 
 that the bones which thou
hast broken may rejoice.
Turn thy face from my sins: 
 and put out all my
misdeeds.
Make me a clean heart, O
God: 
 and renew a right spirit
within me.
Cast me not away from thy
presence: 
 and take not thy Holy Spirit
from me.
Then shalt thou be pleased
with the sacrifice of
righteousness, 
with the burnt-offerings and
oblations: 
 then shall they offer young
bullocks upon thine altar.

Translations



Sfogava con le stelle

Sfogava con le stelle
un infermo d’amore
sotto notturno cielo il suo
dolore.
E dicea fisso in loro:
«O imagini belle
de l’idol mio ch’adoro,
sì com’a me mostrate
mentre così splendete
la sua rara beltate,
così mostraste a lei
i vivi ardori miei:
la fareste col vostr’aureo
sembiante
pietosa sì come me fate
amante

A lovesick man was
venting to the stars
his grief, under the night sky.
And staring at them he said:
"O beautiful images
of my idol whom I adore,
just as you are showing me.
her rare beauty
while you sparkle so well,
so also demonstrate to her
my living ardor:
by your golden appearance,
you'd make her
compassionate, just as you
make me loving."

Translations

Evocation (Mon-Nee-Joh)
Unable to forget, you recall your love;
Yet let life pass away, though in pain:
One day you may be able to forget.
Unable to forget, you recall your love;
Yet just bid the years to slip away.
Unable to forget, you may still forget a little.



About WCU

The Waukesha Choral Union has been musically active in the community for over
60 years. Originally a combination of the Carroll College student chorus and
community singers named the Waukesha Choral Society in 1949, the group
became the Town and Gown in 1961 and the Waukesha Choral Union in 1974,
taking its present form as an auditioned choir in 1978. Over the years, the
Waukesha Choral Union has developed a reputation for excellent choral music
performances in southeast Wisconsin.

Adhering to our educational mission, we have collaborated with Carroll University
choirs, with music groups from Waukesha South, Waukesha North, Kettle
Moraine, Muskego, Hartford Union, and New Berlin Eisenhower High Schools,
Waukesha Children’s Chorus, Lake Country Children's Choir and choirs from
Southminster Presbyterian, First United Methodist Church (Waukesha, WI)
Evangelical and Reformed United Church of Christ, St. Charles Catholic Church
(Hartland, WI,) First Congregational United Church of Christ (Waukesha, WI), St.
Catherine's of Alexandria, Christ the King Lutheran (Delafield, WI,)  and Our
Savior's Lutheran ELCA. We’re proud to have shared the stage with the Milwaukee
Symphony Orchestra, the Milwaukee Choristers, Jubilate Chorale and Bel Canto
Chorus.

Mission Statement

The Waukesha Choral Union pursues artistic excellence through a
variety of musical programming. The WCU challenges, enriches and
educates its members, audiences and community. The Chorus also
impacts the community through collaboration with area schools, youth
choral groups, and local arts organizations in Waukesha County.



Board of Directors

Officers
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Barbara Miller - Treasurer
Susan Wallenslager - Secretary

Directors at Large
Wendy Stippich       Alex Hummel             Melissa Brefka
Maggie Urban *       Mary Beth Ebert         Makenzie Kojis*
Anne Wandler
(*Denotes non-singing community member)

Committee Chairs
Mary Beth Ebert - Membership/Music Library

Ex-Officio
Danielle Bridges- Artistic Director
Kirstin Roble- Marketing Manager

Waukesha Choral Union offers significant opportunities for leader
involvement and development! Board of Director and Committee
participation is fun, challenging, and rewarding. Speak with any member
about being part of the future of Waukesha Choral Union!

The Waukesha Choral Union is always in need of an extra pair of hands.
Call (262) 238-3454 or email marketingmanager@choralunion.org to help out.

Volunteer Opportunities



Sing withWCU

Rehearsals

Stay Connected

Our Website:
Choralunion.org

Sign up for our emails!

The Waukesha Choral Union derives its strength and quality from its
members’ passion for singing and is always seeking new voices interested in:

Improving your singing ability
Performing major works with an orchestra
Exploring new musical genres
Socializing with other singers
Being a part of a growing, dynamic arts organization

To schedule an audition please call (262) 238-3454 or 
email membership@choralunion.org

Our next auditions will be held in August 2024

Tuesday nights, 7:00p-9:30pm at 
Christ the Servant Lutheran Church, 
2016 Center Road, Waukesha, WI

Find us on Facebook
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Show Your Support

Donate to WCU

Keeping the Waukesha Choral Union singing takes money as
well as time, effort, and audiences. Show your support by
coming to our performances, singing with us, liking us on
Facebook, or making a donation. We are a 501©3 organization,
and your donations are tax deductible to the full extent of the
law.

Go to www.choralunion.org and click support us/how to
support us.
Waukesha Choral Union is a tax-exempt 501©3 non-profit
organization. Your donation may be tax deductible, consult
your financial advisor.

Waukesha Choral Union, PO Box 495, Waukesha, WI 53187
Call (262) 238-3454 or email marketingmanager@choralunion.org
Make an online donation through PayPal: 

Scan QR code 

 (no PayPal account needed)


