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WELCOME !

Welcome to Waukesha Choral Union’s annual community collaboration! We are proud to 
present Mozart’s Requiem with singers from all over the Waukesha County area. I would 
also like to thank Jubilate Chorale for joining us in this exciting endeavor. I’d like to share 
with you some interesting fact and fiction surrounding this glorious composition.

Many different theories surround the composition of Mozart’s Requiem. Some say that 
Mozart himself was convinced he was being poisoned, and the Requiem had been 
commissioned for his own death. Others say that his contemporary, Antonio Salieri 
played a role in Mozart’s untimely death. One writer claimed that Mozart was killed 
by Masons. And still others believe that the work was commissioned by the ghost of 
Mozart’s father! Many of these theories were popularized in contemporary media, such 
as the movie Amadeus and the Pushkin play “Mozart and Salieri.”

What we do know is that in the summer of 1791, Mozart was commissioned, by a 
benefactor unknown to him, to compose the work you are about to enjoy. Unfortunately, 
at the time of his death on December 5, 1791, the Requiem remained unfinished, and 
was completed by his student Franz Sussmayr. Perhaps you will be able to spot the subtle 
differences between the movements composed by Mozart, and those finished by his 
student.

Eventually, it was revealed that the “anonymous” commissioner of the Requiem was none 
other than Count Franz Walsegg, who on many occasions anonymously commissioned 
works from professional composers, just to pass them off as his own. Whether Mozart 
knew or did not know his benefactor, he was quite desperate for money at this juncture 
of his life, and was very happy to have the commission.

So, no matter what theory you find the most outrageous or amusing, we do hope that 
you enjoy today’s performance of Mozart’s Requiem! Thank you for joining us.

Yours in music, 
Tami Cook 
President, Waukesha Choral Union

STAY CONNECTED

Website www.ChoralUnion.org   —   Sign up for our eNewsletter

waukeshachoralFind us on 
Facebook

@waukchoralunion

Randle-Dable-Brisk
Funeral, Cremation & Preplanning Services

1110 S. Grand Avenue, Waukesha (262) 547-4035

Supporting the Arts in Our Community for Generations
Lee & Cathleen Brisk Owners/Funeral Directors

Thomas Ribbens Owner/Funeral Director

www.waukeshafunerals.com
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HOME OF SOFT TOUCH BASES 

 

810A Progress Avenue
Waukesha, WI 53186 

262-544-2077

Rev. Michael D. Strachota

Mass Schedule
Saturdays: 5:00 pm at St. Catherine’s
Sundays: 9:00 am at St. Catherine’s

7:30 am at St. Joan of Arc
10:30 am at St. Joan of Arc

Holy Day Schedule
Day of: 8:00 am & 6:30 pm

Christian Formation
Preschool-Confirmation

W359 N8512 Brown St (Hwy P)
Oconomowoc (Mapleton)
5 1/2 Miles North of Hwy 16

sc-office@scsjcluster.org
920-474-7000 | 1-877-871-8489
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MISS ION

The Waukesha Choral Union (WCU) pursues artistic excellence through variety 
of musical programming. The WCU challenges, enriches, and educates its 
members, audiences and community. The chorus also impacts the community 
through collaboration with area schools, youth choral groups and local arts 
organizations in Waukesha County.

The Waukesha Choral Union can trace its roots as Waukesha’s premier choral 
society back to 1949 at Carroll University. Over the years, under various names 
and outstanding artistic directors, WCU has developed a reputation for excellent 
choral music performances in SE Wisconsin. Adhering to our educational 
mission, we have collaborated with Carroll University choirs, with music groups 
from Waukesha South, Waukesha North, Kettle Moraine, Muskego, Hartford 
Union, and New Berlin Eisenhower High Schools, and with the Waukesha 
Children’s and the Lake Country Children’s Choirs. We’re proud to have shared 
the stage with the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra, the Milwaukee Choristers, 
Jubilate Chorale, and Bel Canto Chorus. Our potential is endless!

ABOUT WAUKESHA CHOR AL UNION

A proud supporter of the 

Waukesha 
Choral Union

www.WaukeshaBank.com • Member FDIC
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From Facials 
to Facelifts

Lake Country Plastic and Hand Surgery
Tracy E. McCall, MD FACS | Board Certified Plastic Surgeon

N19W24075 Riverwood Drive #228 Waukesha, WI 53188
(262) 523-1200  |  www.wiplasticsurgery.com

Is your skin showing signs of a life well lived? 

We offer solutions for
Age Spots & Wrinkles

Facial Rejuvenation
We can help you gain smoother, 

tauter, suppler skin with an 
assortment of procedures.

Facial Treatments
We offer a variety of facial surgery 

procedures to help you achieve 
the features you desire.

State-of-the-Art 
Equipment

Visit our website or call to explore your  
options for a more energetic appearance.
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MICHAEL CHAPEL ,  ARTISTIC D IRECTOR

Michael Chapel is the choir specialist at Brown Deer Middle/High 
School, where he directs nine different ensembles including: 

three middle school choirs, four high school choirs and a hand 
bell ensemble. He is the musical theatre director, and is the fine 
arts event scheduling and performance facilities coordinator 
for the School District of Brown Deer.  Mr. Chapel is active as an 

adjudicator for solo/ensemble festivals and honors auditions 
sponsored by the Wisconsin School Music Association (WSMA) and 

he is in his final year of a 4-year term as the Choir Coordinator for 
the WSMA Middle Level State Honors Choir. Additionally, he is the choir 

director and lead service accompanist at Parkside Community UCC (formerly St. Peter’s) 
in Saukville, WI. 

Mr. Chapel is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee with a Bachelor of Fine 
Arts in Music and a Master’s Degree in Music Education – with an emphasis on choral 
conducting.

WAUKESHA CHOR AL UNION ROSTER

SOPRANO
Karen Bieszk
Diane Bleke
Tina Congdon
Tami Cook
Phyllis Cramer
Carrie Houk-Fetzer
Patricia Hummel*
Makenzie Kojis
Barbara Miller
Allison Nastoff
Carol Slaybaugh
Wendy Stippich
Kathi Stoiber

ALTO
Nancy Bertram
Melissa Brefka
Jo Rene Burdgick
Mary Carvalho
Mary Beth Ebert
Connie Farrow
Maureen Hair
Elizabeth Heflin
Annie Hwang
Ann Lambert
Maureen Olszewski
Michele Rinka
Susan Till
Sue Wallenslager
Anne Wandler*

TENOR
Scott Campbell
Robert Henderson
Alex Hummel
Paul McCoy
Jacob Strelitzer
Ed Stenzel

BASS
Richard Berner
Richard Blauvelt
Norm Goeschko
Charlie Hummel*
Dwayne Krager
Scott Westbrook

* Denotes Section Leader

Michael Chapel, Artistic Director

COMMUNITY SINGERS
Louise Adams
Armand Carpentier
Barbara Donaldson

Jane Dykema
Claire Kronshage
Binette Solomon

Brian Streator
Jill Whalen
Max Whalen

TAKE OUR SURVEY ABOUT THE CONCERT! 
Use the camera app on your smartphone to scan our QR code.
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2140 W. St. Paul Ave. - Ste A, Waukesha
870 Rose Dr., Hartland

400 Bay View Rd.,- Ste K, Mukwonago

262-547-2827 
reichlortho.com

REICHL ORTHODONTICS

Working in 
harmony to create 
your perfect smile.

Offering traditional braces and Invisalign 
We are proud to offer the iTero Digital Scanner 

Which eliminates the need for most impressions.

Dr. Reichl is a Board Certifiﾞed Orthodontist
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JUB IL ATE CHOR ALE ROSTER

SOPRANO 1
Jenine Cramer
Cindy Ische
Nicole Skowronski
Holly VanHecke

SOPRANO 2
Clara Fuller
Tricia Kelley
Jill Larson
Erika Marcott
Heather Steiner
Sara VandenHeuvel

ALTO 1
Susan Daniels
Kay Richardson
Lynn Syverson
Susan Swaer
AnneMarie Vassalotti

ALTO 2
Pat Gardner
Kristin Doepke
Carolyn Masterson
Carolyn Me

TENOR 1
Eli Baumann
Michael Schaner
Steve Tennies

TENOR 2
Jared Dutelle
Mike Dutelle
Jon Holsclaw
Jon Marschall

BASS 1
Garrett Goodrich
John Holtan
Eric Thobaben
Steve Weaver

BASS 2
Walt Blischke
Scott Greger
Jason Feucht
Brian Smith
Wyatt Webb

ACCOMPANIST
Rebecca Whelpley

DIRECTOR
Vicki Taylor

Vicki Taylor is in her eleventh season as director of the Jubilate 
Chorale. Choirs under her direction have previously performed in 
New York, London and Canterbury, England, as well as throughout 
the greater Milwaukee, WI area. Having recently retired as a school 
choral director, she currently serves as Director of Music Ministries 
and organist at Ascension Lutheran Church in Waukesha, WI. Ms. 
Taylor earned her undergraduate degree from the Lawrence 

University Conservatory of Music, and has completed graduate courses at Westminster 
Choir College.

VICK I  TAYLOR ,  D IRECTOR

ALL THIS AND MORE AT

PERFORMING ARTSCelebrate

save the date
Saturday, June 22

Sharon Lynne Wilson 
Center for the Arts

hosted by
Matt Kemple

FOOTLIGHTS
People’s Choice 

Awards

2019
Vote for your favorites now through April 30!
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Tom Kosinski Agency
3821 S. 108th Street
Greenfield, WI  53228

414-546-4420

We promise to deliver fast, 
friendly, and reliable customer 

service along with competitive prices  
and flexible hours

Proud Employer of Soprano  
Member Tina Congdon

Auto • Home • Business • Life

WAUKESHA CHOR AL UNION ORCHESTR A

Director: Michael Chapel
Concertmaster: Roberta Carpenter

VIOLIN I
Sarah Emran
Karen Frink
JoAnn Haasler
Sara Kureck

VIOLIN II
John Emanuelson
** Suzanne Ignaszak
Nancy Maio
Karen Schroeder

VIOLA
Jackie Baker
** Robert Ignaszak
Beth Rindt

CELLO
Robyn Brown
**Eric Hassler

BASS
Joshua Kimball

CLARINET
Dennis Stuebner
Veronica Thompson 

BASSOON
Christine Feigel
Robb Seftar

TRUMPET
Phil Rothschadl
Bob Syverson

ALTO TROMBONE
Rick Seybold

TENOR TROMBONE
Jake Tomasicyk

BASS TROMBONE
Michael McLemore

TIMPANI
Richard Farvour

ORGAN
Simon Gheller

� ** Principal
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Welcome to the Waukesha Choral Union’s presentation of Mozart’s Requiem. We are pleased to 
continue our tradition of bringing this free performance to this community, a tradition that dates 
back more than 30 years. 

When Mozart died on December 5, 1791, he had been working for two or three months on 
the Requiem, which had been commissioned anonymously by Count Franz von Walsegg-
Stuppach, who wished to pass it off as his own work written in memory of his wife. In the 
autograph (original) score, the vocal parts and figured bass are complete as far as the end of 
the ‘Hostias’, except for the ‘Lacrymosa’, where Mozart had written only the first eight bars. The 
first movement (‘Requiem [aeternam]’ is fully orchestrated, but elsewhere only a few orchestral 
bars are filled in, often just the first violin part, though occasionally inner parts and woodwind 
as well. 

Shortly after Mozart’s death, his widow Constanze asked Joseph Eybler to complete the work. 
Eylber, who had worked with Mozart previously, found that the work took more time than 
he could afford and returned the score to Constanze. She then, it seems, approached several 
other musicians and eventually turned to Franz Xaver Süssmayr. Süssmayr, who said that 
he orchestrated Mozart’s movements (though in fact he copied Eybler’s version some of the 
time), completed the ‘Lacrymosa’ and also composed the Sanctus, Benedictus, and Agnus Dei 
himself.

Unfortunately, Süssmayr was a musician of limited technique and ability and it is improbable 
that there is any truth in the familiar legend that Mozart discussed the Requiem with him and 
gave him detailed instructions about the continuation and the orchestration. Mozart likely 
did not expect his illness to be fatal, and so had no reason to think that he would be unable 
to finish the Requiem himself. Constanze, however, later said that at the last moment Mozart 
told Süssmayr to repeat the Kyrie fugue for the final ‘Cum sanctis’.

This performance version has been reworked using parts of Mozart’s operas of the era as 
models for completion. The ‘Lacrymosa’ has been given a new continuation, which leads 
to completion of Mozart’s sixteen-bar autograph sketch of the ‘Amen’ fugue, rediscovered 
c.1960. A revised version of the Agnus Dei is retained, since analysis strongly suggests that it is 
based on a reasonable extensive Mozart sketch, presumably given to Süssmayr by Constanze. 
Following Mozart’s instruction, the Kyrie fugue is repeated for the ‘Cum sanctis’; the traditional 
re-use of part of the ‘Requiem aeternam’ for the ‘Lux aeterna’ is then a natural corollary.

Notes from editor Richard Maunder

For our performance this afternoon, the choir will be singing “Austro-German Latin” text, and not 
the traditional Italian Latin – it is the same text, but some of the vowel and consonant sounds differ. 
And though this version has undergone some rather significant changes (and omits the Süssmayr 
movements almost entirely), we are including the ‘Sanctus’ and ‘Benedictus’ if for no other reason 
than that they were written specifically for inclusion in Mozart’s Requiem. 

We are indebted to the many generous benefactors in our community for their support for today’s 
performance; we would be unable to present this concert without their contributions. 

Thank you so much for your continued patronage and support of the Arts in our Community!

Michael Chapel

MESSAGE FROM THE ARTISTIC D IRECTOR
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PROGR A M

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

REQUIEM
K 626 

Edited by Richard Maunder

Nancy Anne Davis, Soprano | Jillian Bruss, Mezzo
Alex Gmeinder, Tenor | Thomas Weis, Bass

Waukesha Choral Union
Jubilate Chorale

Community Members

Introitus: Requiem [aeternam]  
Kyrie

Sequenz: Dies Irae
Tuba mirum

Rex tremendae 
Recordare 
Confutatis
Lacrymosa

Amen
Offertorium: Domine Jesu

Hostias
Sanctus *

Benedictus * 
Agnus Dei

Communio: Lux aeterna
Cum sanctis

* movements attributed to F.X Süssmayr
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Introitus:  REQUIEM
Requiem aeternam dona eis, Domine:	 Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord,
et lux perpetua luceat eis.	 and let perpetual light shine upon them.
Te decet hymnus Deus in Sion,	 A hymn befits thee, O God in Zion,
et tibi redetur votum in Jerusalem:	 and to thee a vow shall be fulfilled in Jerusalem.
Exaudi orationem meam.	 Hear my prayer, 
ad te omnis caro veniet.	 for unto thee all flesh shall come.
Requiem aeternam dona eis, Domine:	 Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord,
et lux perpetua luceat eis.	 and let perpetual light shine upon them.

KYRIE
Kyrie eleison,	 Lord have mercy,
Christen eleison,	 Christ have mercy,
Kyrie eleison.	 Lord have mercy.

Sequenz:  DIES IRAE
Dies irae, dies illa,	 Day of wrath, that day
solvet saeclum in favilla,	 shall dissolve the world into embers
teste David cum Sibylla.	 according to David with the Sibyl.
Quantus tremor est futurus,	 How great the trembling will be,
quando judex est venturus	 when the judge shall come,
cuncta stricte discussurus!	 the strict investigator of all things!

TUBA MIRUM
Tuba mirum spargens sonum,	 The trumpet, spreading its wondrous sound
per sepulchra regionem	 across the graves of all lands
coget omnes ante thronum.	 will summon all before the throne.
Mors stupebit et natura,	 Death and nature will be stunned,
cum resurget creatura	 when all creation shall rise again
judicanti responsura.	 to answer the One judging.
Liber scriptus proferetur	 A written book shall be brought forth,
in quo totum continetur,	 in which all shall be contained
unde mundus judicetur.	 and from which the world shall be judged.
Judex ergo cum sedebit,	 When therefore the Judge is seated,
Quid-quid latet apparebit:	 whatever lies hidden shall be revealed,
nil inultum remanebit.	 no wrong shall remain unpunished.
Quid sum miser tunc dicturus?	 What then am I, a poor wretch, going to say? 
Quem patronum rogaturus,	 Which protector shall I ask for,
cum vix justus, sit secures?	 when even the just are scarcely secure?

REX TREMENDAE
Rex tremendae majestatis,	 King of terrifying majesty,
qui salvandos salvas gratis,	 who freely saves the saved:
salva me fons pietatis.	 save me, fount of pity.

REQUIEM
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RECORDARE
Recordare Jesu pie,	 Remember, merciful Jesus,
quod sum causa tuae viae:	 that I am the cause of your sojourn;
ne me perdas illa die.	 do not cast me out on that day.
Quaerens me, sedisti lassus:	 Seeking me, you sat down weary;
redemisti crucem passus.	 having suffered the Cross, you redeemed me.
Tantus labor no sit cassus.	 May such great labor not be in vain. 
Juste judex ultionis,	 Just judge of vengeance, 
donum fac remissionis,	 grant the gift of remission
ante diem rationis.	 before the day of reckoning.
Ingemisco, tanquam reus;	 I groan, like one who is guilty;
culpa rubet vultus meus:	 my face blushes with guilt.
supplicant parce Deus.	 Spare thy supplicant, O God.
Qui Mariam absolvisti,	 You who absolved Mary [Magdalene]
et latronem exaudisti,	 and heeded the thief,
mihi quoque spem dedisti.	 have also given hope to me.
Preces meae non suntdignae;	 My prayers are not worthy,
sed tu bonus fac benigne,	 but Thou, good one, kindly grant
ne perenni cremer igne.	 that I not burn in the everlasting fire.
Inter oves locum praesta,	 Grant me a favored place among thy sheep,
et ab haedis me sequestra,	 and separate me from the goats,
statuens in parte dextra.	 placing me at thy right hand.

CONFUTATIS
Confutatis maledictis,	 When the accursed are confounded,
flammis acribus addictis:	 consigned to the fierce flames:
voca me cum benedictis.	 call me to be with the blessed.
Oro supplex et acclinis,	 I pray, suppliant and kneeling,
cor contritum quasi cinis:	 my heart contrite as if it were ashes:
gere curam mei finis.	 take care of me in my final hour.

LACRYMOSA 
Lacrymosa dies illa,	 O how tearful that day,
qua resurget ex favilla	 on which the guilty shall rise from the embers
judicandus homo reus:	 and man will be judged guilty: 
huic ergo parce Deus.	 spare them then, O God.
Pie Jesu Domine,	 Merciful Lord Jesus,
dona eis requiem.	 grant them rest.

Offertory:  DOMINE JESU 
Domine Jesu Christe, Rex gloriae,	 Lord Jesus Christ, King of glory
libera animas omnium fidelium defunctorum	 liberate the souls of all the faithful departed  
de poenis inferni et de profundo lacu:	 from the pains of hell and from the deep pit;
libera eas de ore leonis,	 deliver them from the lion’s mouth;
ne absorbeat eas tartarus,	 let not hell swallow them up,
ne cadant in obscurum:	 let them not fall into darkness:
sed signifer sanctus Michael 	 but let Michael, the holy standard-bearer,
repraesentet eas in lucem sanctam:	 bring them into the holy light,
quam olim Abrahae promisisti,	 which once thou promised to Abraham
et semini ejus.	 and to his seed.

REQUIEM  c o n t.
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HOSTIAS
Hostias et preces tibi	 Sacrifices of prayers and praise, 
Domine, laudis offerimus;	 O Lord, we offer to thee.
tu suscipe pro animasbus illis, 	 Receive them, Lord, on behalf of those souls
quarum hodie memoriam facimus,	 we commemorate this day:
fac eas, Domine, 	 grant them, O Lord,
de morte transire ad vitam.	 to pass from death unto life,
quam olim Abrahae promisisti,	 which once thou promised to Abraham
et semini ejus.	 and to his seed.

SANCTUS 
Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus,	 Holy, Holy, Holy,
Dominus Deus Sabaoth.	 Lord God of Hosts.
Pleni sunt caeli et terra	 Heaven and earth are full
gloria tua.	 of thy glory.
Osanna in excelsis.	 Hosanna in the highest.

BENEDICTUS 
Benedictus qui venit 	 Blessed is he who comes
in nomine Domini.	 In the name of the Lord.
Osanna in excelsis.	 Osanna in the highest.

AGNUS DEI
Agnus Dei,	 Lamb of God,
qui tollis peccata mundi,	 who takest away the sins of the world,
dona eis requiem,	 grant them rest,
dona eis requiem sempiternam. 	 grant them rest everlasting.

Communio:  LUX AETERNA
Lux aeterna luceat eis, Domine.	 May light eternal shine upon them, O Lord,
cum sanctis tuis in aeternum,	 in the company of thy saints forever and ever;
quia pius es.	 for merciful you are.
Requiem aeternam dona eis Domine:	 Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord
et lux perpetua luceat eis.	 and let perpetual light shine upon them.

CUM SANCTIS	 (May light eternal shine upon them, O Lord…)
Cum sanctis tuis in aeternum,	 …in the company of thy saints forever and ever;
quia pius es.	 for merciful you are.

Translated texts from Ron Jeffers (1988).

REQUIEM  c o n t.
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OFFICERS
Tami Cook........................................................................................................................................... President
Makenzie Kojis....................................................................................................................... President-Elect
Barbara Miller.....................................................................................................................................Treasurer
Susan Wallenslager......................................................................................................................... Secretary
Wendy Stippich................................................................................................ Immediate Past President

DIRECTORS AT LARGE
Alex Hummel                                 Mary Beth Ebert                         Robert Henderson
Mondi Hernandez ‡                      Michele Rinka                             Theresa Gamble
‡ DENOTES COMMUNITY NON-SINGING MEMBER

COMMITTEE HEADS
Allyson Imig..............................................................................................Marketing Director; Ex -Officio
Mary Beth Ebert.........................................................................................................................Membership
Anne Wandler.....................................................................................................Ad Sales & Development
Michele Rinka........................................................................................................................Music Librarian

ADMINISTRATION
Michael Chapel............................................................................................. Artistic Director; Ex - Officio
Aaron Mathews.........................................................................................................................Accompanist

Waukesha Choral Union offers significant opportunities for leader involvement and development!  
Board of director and committee participation is fun, challenging, and rewarding.  Speak with any 
member about being part of the future of Waukesha Choral Union!

WCU 2018 -2019 SEASON LEADERSHIP TEA M

Welcoming new Patients! 
In-Network for most Dental Insurance
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Nancy Anne Davis, 
soprano, is a regular 
performer with the 
Florentine Opera. She 
premiered the role of 
Jessica Hurstwood in The 
Florentine Opera’s 

production of Sister Carrie, as well as the 
Aunt in Madama Butterfly. She has also 
performed the soprano solos in Brahm’s 
Requiem, Mozart’s Coronation Mass, 
Rutter’s Requiem, and Mozart’s Exsultate, 
jubilate with the Choral Arts Society of 
Racine. Other roles include Susanna and 
the Countess in Le nozze di Figaro, Miss 
Wordsworth in Albert Herring, La Fée in 
Cendrillon, Belinda in Dido and Aeneas, 
Casilda in The Gondoliers. and Donna 
Anna in Don Giovanni. In 2003 she was an 
Apprentice artist with the Des Moines 
Metro Opera. She has also participated in 
the Young Artist Festival in Bayreuth, 
Germany, the Castleton program under 
the direction of Lorin Maazel,and has sung 
with the Fort Worth Symphony, and the 
Crested Butte Music Festival. She won 2nd 
place in the Elgin Opera Competition in 
2008. She continues to perform regularly 
in the Wisconsin area. 

Thomas J. Weis, lyric 
bass, has appeared as 
leading man in Kiss Me 
Kate and The Music Man 
with The Heartland 
Festival in Platteville, 
Wisconsin, Grandpa 

Moss in Skylight Opera Theater’s 
production of The Tender Land, which aired 
on Wisconsin PBS in January 2003, and as 
Bass Soloist in Handel’s Messiah with the 
Milwaukee Symphony. Thomas has 
performed leading and secondary roles 
with a wealth of operatic, oratorio and 
symphonic, and musical theatre 
companies in the Midwest and across the 
country. Thomas has sung as Bass Soloist 
in Bach’s Magnificat, Haydn’s The Creation, 

Verdi’s Requiem, Mozart’s Requiem, 
Dvorak’s Stabat Mater, Brahms’ Requiem, 
and more. Thomas has been an active 
voice teacher and performer at Carroll 
University in Waukesha, Wisconsin for the 
past eighteen years, offering recitals, 
master classes, and numerous faculty 
collaborations.  Dr. Weis is a member of 
NATS (National Association of Teachers of 
Singing), and serves on the Wisconsin 
NATS board.  Dr. Weis served as vocal 
coordinator and was honored to be the 
director of the Carroll University Men’s 
Chorus, which he founded the fall 
semester of 2014. Thomas obtained a 
Doctorate of Musical Arts - Vocal 
Performance degree and an Opera 
Production minor from the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison. His Masters of Music 
degree in Vocal Performance was earned 
from the University of Arizona and his 
undergraduate work was completed at the 
University of Wisconsin-Platteville.

Jillian Hansen Bruss, 
mezzo-soprano, is 
honored to work with 
the Waukesha Choral 
Union again this Spring. 
Jill performed 
throughout the Midwest 

with several groups including Dallas 
Opera, Florentine Opera, Milwaukee 
Choral Artists, Bel Canto, Milwaukee Opera 
Theatre, Festa Italiana, GermanFest, 
Florentine at the Lake and Racine’s Music & 
More. She toured a recital project, Voyage, 
through Denmark & Norway with 
composer & accompanist, Paula Foley 
Tillen. Jill has directed the community 
group, Women of Note and is currently 
teaching at Carroll University.  Her private 
studio has had students from Brookfield 
East & Central, Wauwatosa East & West, 
Pius XI H.S., Muskego H.S., Sussex-
Hamilton H.S., Arrowhead H.S., Waukesha 
North H.S. and UW-Parkside. Jill holds a 
Bachelors in Music Education from UW-

B IOGR APHIES
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B IOGR APHIES c o n t.

Stevens Point and a Masters in Vocal 
Performance from the University of Illinois. 

Tenor, Alex Gmeinder, 
most recently had the 
pleasure of performing 
Andrès, Cochenille, and 
Pitichinaccio in 
Offenbach’s Les Contes 
d’Hoffmann under 

Maestro George Manahan at the Aspen 
Music Festival. In the summer of 2017, Mr. 
Gmeinder had the honor of working with 
International pop star Rufus Wainwright on 
his new opera Hadrian, which recently 
made its debut at the Canadian Opera 
Company. Mr. Gmeinder joined Sarasota 
Opera in 2014 as an apprentice artist 
where he participated in scenes and 
mainstage operas.  Mr. Gmeinder has sung 
in Novafeltria, Italy at La Musica Lirica 

where he performed the roles of Arturo 
(Lucia di Lammermoor) and Edoardo Milfort 
(La Cambiale di Matrimonio). Mr. Gmeinder 
is known in the Midwest for his concert 
and oratorio work including Bach: 
Magnificat, Handel: Messiah, Mendelssohn: 
Elijah and Magnificat, Mozart: Requiem and 
Regina Coeli, R.V. Williams: Serenade to 
Music and Hodie, Puccini: Messa di Gloria, 
Beethoven: Choral Fantasia in C, Schubert: 
Mass in E flat Major, and various selections 
by Bernstein and Verdi. In the summer of 
2019, Mr. Gmeinder will return to Aspen 
Music Festival where he will sing the role of 
Don Curzio in Mozart’s Le Nozze di Figaro. 
Mr. Gmeinder holds degrees from 
Lawrence University Conservatory and 
University of Wisconsin- Madison.

Waukesha Choral Union is delighted  
to present Mozart’s Requiem  
as this year’s free gift to the  
community to honor the  

Fred and JoAnn Portz Foundation. 

Additional thanks to the  
Waukesha County  

Community Foundation  
for also providing funding to make 

this presentation possible.



18 Waukesha Choral Union



19REQUIEM

WCU PATRONS / CONTR IBUTORS

Maestro ($2500 and above)
Greater Milwaukee Foundation
Barbara Miller
The Fred & JoAnn Portz Foundation on 

behalf of Karelyn Beck
Wisconsin Arts Board

Conductor ($1000 to $2499)
Anonymous 
Elizabeth S. Bishop Charitable Fund
Michele Rinka
Mary Stephani
Waukesha County Community Foundation
Waukesha Rotary Club Charitable Club

Soloist ($500 to $999)
Cash Contributions
US Bank Matching Gift Program

Chorister ($250 to $499)
Richard Berner 
Alex Hummel
The Practical Club
US Bank Foundation

Patron ($100 to $249)
Armand Carpentier
Tami Cook
Donate Well
GE Foundation
Sarah Nastoff
Network for Good
Lillian Genskow in honor of Norm 

Goeschkow’s 25 years with WCU
US Bank Dollars for Doing
John O. & Jeanne C. Wood in honor of Anne 

Wandler

Accompanist ($25 to $99)
Buffalo Wild Wings Fundraiser
Mary Carvalho
Tom & Marcia Cook
Norman & Virginia Lange
Katie Phillips
Kathy & Marvin Orr
Barbara Roeder
Steven & Tamara Steiners
Wendy Stippich

Friends (<$25.00)
Just Giving

 (Recognizes contributions received from 4/2017- 12/2018)

DONATE TO WCU

www.choralunion.org
414-297-9310

Waukesha Choral Union, PO Box 495, Waukesha, WI 53187

Advertise in our next concert program  
Call 414-297-9310 or email Marketingmanager@choralunion.org

Estate planning
Please consider remembering WCU in your will.  There is no better time to say “thank you” 

for the joyful choral music you have loved for 40+ years! Making your final gift to WCU 
would help to ensure continued quality performances in your community for years to 

come. Email President@choralunion.org to discuss this thoughtful donation

Keep us singing by shopping online thought the Amazon Smile Program
Go to www.choralunion.org and click support us/how to support us

Waukesha Choral Union is a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.  
Your donation may be tax deductible, consult your financial advisor.
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REHEARSALS

ADVERTISER BENEF ITS

Tuesday nights at Christ the Servant Lutheran Church, 2016 Center Road, Waukesha, WI

•	 Increased ad exposure to over 1000 guests throughout the season

•	 Rotating advertiser spotlights via social media and e-marketing - 1000 plus 
followers

•	 Advertiser table at performances (additional marketing collateral, giveaways…)

•	 All, or part, of your gift (ad purchase) may be tax deductible as a charitable 
contribution. Please check with your tax advisor

•	 Free tickets for each performance

•	 Your company’s web link and recognition on the WCU webpage 

•	 We offer ads on a season and per-program basis, contact us to advertise in our 
next program, marketingmanager@choralunion.org.

S ING WITH WAUKESHA CHOR AL UNION

The Waukesha Choral Union derives its strength and quality from its members’ passion 
for singing and is always seeking new voices interested in:

●	 Improving your singing ability
●	 Performing major works with an orchestra
●	 Exploring new musical genres
●	 Socializing with other singers
●	 Being a part of a growing, dynamic arts organization

To schedule an audition please call (262) 238-3454 or email membership@choralunion.org

Next auditions will be held in August of 2019

Keeping the Waukesha Choral Union singing takes money as well as time, effort, and 
audiences. Show your support by coming to our performances, singing with us, liking us 
on Facebook, making a donation, or advertising in our print programs.  We are a 501(c)(3) 
organization, and your donations are tax deductible to the full extent of the law.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

The Waukesha Choral Union is always in need of an extra pair of hands.  
Call (414) 297-9310 or email marketingmanager@choralunion.org to help out. 

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT

ADVERTISE WITH WAUKESHA CHOR AL UNION

Our audience is encouraged to support those businesses that advertise in our concert 
programs. All ads include a link on our website.  Single concert advertising available.


